volland Mi

pastime. Yet curiosity and p ¢ can
sometimes reward those that persevere. Some
headstones can reveal an interesting  story,
worthy of further research.

Such is the case in the graveyard surrounding
‘the Church of St. Laurence in Surflect. On the
: ¢ which

Intrigued, 1 did a li
article I present the s
murder and the fate of
Hooton.
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION
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‘The Surﬂeeti
Marsh Gibbet' by g
f
!
-

| Local Historian
Ruby Hunt's article
" on Surfleet.

In researching an article on the Civil Parish of Surfleet,
I encountered a number of references to a murder
having taken place there in the 1700s. Intrigued, | DaV|d Bea l by
delved deeper and managed to find four key sources of
information, which I've used as the basis for writing
this synopsis. I am indebted to the writers of these

gy o g
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I)l(’('CS.
I An account of. the
} murder that appeared §
{ of Philip “Hooton ~as JS 75 years later in the 25
appeared in the 271 S August 1843 edition of }
March 1769 edition of (S the 'Lincolnshire !
WHO,SWHO ‘Manchester i |

Chronicle and General {
‘ Advertlser

s s

The Murderer

Philip Hooton, aged about 50, is d:zs::‘\:e;
55 being 2 'farmer and auctionee e
ntlemanly exterior. He was born a "
%T Edmunds in Lincolnshire and at ma‘:u“ ‘\rj\
took on a farm at Lutton Gate, Gednszd t‘o o
Lincolnshire. He was initially percet

d
of good character and puilt up 3 900

( y
|eputa[\0n In late ears e be(.a e a
alES( \af 0( (a\[\e elc, @ d \ S lepula\ or

Il into debt, and in
4 to slide. He fe
S;Z:\eembef 1768 he had absconded on the

f
retext of going 0 visit friends on the lsle 0
p

Man.

Sam

- uel Stockton was 3 wealthy cordyro
©m trader, He was from g3 ham!e{

eigh in Lancashire, He

urchell, wh
the mistress of hi house. 0 served as

1768hcwasmlav
manmnand foun_d4 I

Smckmn s house at a later dal
- and ready for salc. Had Hooton conceived |
from the outsct, or did it dcvelop lau:r‘? Wc

d up th his b
‘ leolnshlrewasmue'h lower Thls gmbbcd the lmcrcslof
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THE JoURNEY To LINCOLNSHIRE

Monday 28 November 1768

Hooton arrives at Stockton’s home at Ashley.
Hooton had discerned that Stockton was a
devout follower of the relatively new Methodist
teachings. Presumably to further gain the trust
of Stockton, Hooton passes himself off as a
fellow Methodist. They said prayer together that
night.

Tuesday 29 November 1768

Hooton and Stockton sang many psalms and
hymns together. Hooton told Stockton that the
corn would be ready by the time they arrived in
Lincolnshire.

Stockton’s sister Alice Burchell is sceptical of

Hooton and tries to dissuade her brother from
what she sees as his rash resolve to embark on
his business venture. Stockton is undeterred
and gathers together £800 in cash and bills (a
huge sum of money in those days)

Wednesday 7 December 1768
Stockton and Hooton stop for a break at the
Black Bull in Lincoln, having travelled for
several days from Lancashire. They stay the
night at the Hind Inn, Sleaford.

The Robin Hood Inn at Boston today

THE FATEFUL DAY - THURSDAY 8 DECEMBER 1768

Stockton and
Boston, sto

Hooton krave

ing a while ak .

AL
Robin Hood and Little John IR

The suspicions of the landlord and
ain army cor oral are raised over
Hookown’s wkc‘.P, which had an overL‘z

heavy end and
for vaischief’,

Swineshead

seemed ‘calculate (

IKirtorm

Sostom

That afternoon at
around 2.30pm Stockton
and Hooktown sebt off
again - it is supposed to
Hooton’s home at
Gredney Hill, They Eravel
‘ull{.lill’]l{k""“ﬂ?‘ Algakirk a
= Fosdyke, headin
towards Surfleet.

Suntterto

A

__ Fosdayvlkez
—— \_’« >

\ =
e g

it is while travelling in ‘Surfleet Common’ that
Hooton bludgeons Stockton to death with his
whip. Stockton’s face is cut and bruised, and his
skull froactured. Hootown takes the mowney and
rides back to his home at Gedney Hill, He arrives
at 5.30am the following morning.
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TuE APPREHENDING AND TRIAL Or PaiLIP HooTON

Friday g December 1768

Stockton’s body is found. Some of his clothes and
belongings are scattered about and his horse, still
saddled, was grazing in the marshes. The body was
taken to Surfleet Church. Murder was immediately
suspected, and suspicion fell on Hooton, who had
been seen riding with Stockton.

Date not certain
The village Constable and a neighbour, both armed
with pistols, rode off 10 Lutton Gate at Gedney Hill,

St. Laurence Church in Surfleet, where Philip Hooton was subject to trial by ordeal .

Cruentation

There was a belief in medieval times, and still sometime in practice at the time of
Stockton’s murder, that the body of a victim would spontaneously bleed in the
presence of their murderer.

The suspected murderer was brought before the corpse of the victim -- and was made
to put his hands on it. If the wounds of the corpse then began to bleed or other
unusual visual signs appeared, that would have been regarded as God's verdict,
announcing that the suspect was guilty. Whereas cruentation alone rarely convicted a
suspect; more often, the psychological impact of the test caused the suspect to
confess. In Hooton's case, he did not confess.

Cruentation continued to be used well into the eighteenth century, and its outcome
continued to be accepted as evidence by law courts




HooronN’s GIBBET

After Hooton had hung for two hours. his
body was taken down and conveyed by
cart to Surfleet, where the body was hung
in chains on a gibbet erccted for the
purpose. The gibbet was thirty feet high,
and crected on the river bank. near
the scene of the murder.

Lz

l ‘T/zf seene of. StockionD, /nzlrdu and Hooton's Gibbet - today..

- Along the bank of the River W(*//a/zd halfa IIII/(’ east of Surfleet Sluice looking north east

lowa/ds Fosdyk ¢

Postscript

In 1843, a reporter in'the ‘Lincolnshire Chronicle and General Advertiser’
gives an account of Samuel Stockton’s murder 75 years previously.
According to the reporter, the remnants of the gibbet had only faflen down
five years carlier (i.c. 1838). This would mean the gibbet had been a local
landmark for 70 years. As for the body, the reporter claims that the *smaller
bones of the extremities of this body as they fell w'the ground were
procured by parties frequenting the neighbouring pot houses and used for
what are called tobacco stoppers!” (A pot House is a term used for an inn or
tavern, and a tobaeco stopper is a small implement used for pressing down
tobaceo in a pipe.).

Local historian Ruby Huntsin an article she wrote about Surfleet. records
that the gibbet irons and posts were once to be found at nearby Welland
House Farm, home of the Bealby family.

KT,

Gibbetin

8

Gibbeting was a common law punishment. which a judge
could impose in addition to execution. This practice was
regularised in England by the Murder Act 1751, which
empowered judges to impose this for murder. [t was most
often used for traitors, murderers. highwaymen, pirates.
and sheep stealers and was intended to discourage others
from commiuing similar offences. The structures were
therefore often placed next to public highways (frequenty
at crossroads) and waterways.

The last gibbet I gota in the UK. took place in 1832 and
the practice was formally repealed by statute in 183,.

Authorship, photographs and
illustrations by Stuart Henderson

ht Stuart Henderson 202(




